
Maribel’s Guides For The Sophisticated Traveler ™     June 2010 
 

1 

WHAT’S FREE IN MADRID 
The following museums have free entrance to all during certain hours, certain days 
of the week and on specific dates. 

Prado Museum 
Tuesday – Saturday 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
Sunday 5:00 - 8:00 pm 
May 2, May 18, October 12, November 19, 
December 6 

Centro de Arte Reina Sofía 
Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 7:00 - 9:00 pm 
Saturday 2:20 - 9:00 pm 
Sunday 10:00 am - 2:30 pm 
May 18, October 12, December 6 

Sorolla Museum 
Sunday 10:00 - 3:00 
May 18, October 12, December 6 

Caixa Forum 
Always free, 10:00 - 8:00 daily 

Museo de San Isidro 
Always free, Tues-Fri from 9:30 - 8:00; Sat/Sun 
from 10:00 - 2:00 

Museo de América 
Sunday 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
May 18, October 12, December 6 

Museo Arqueológico 
Currently free during the remodeling process, but 
you’ll find many rooms closed to visits 

 

Museo de Arte Contemporáneo 
Always free, Tues-Sat 10:00 – 2:00, 5:30 – 9:00; 
Sun/holidays 10:30 - 2:30 

 

Museo Romántico 
Saturdays after 2:00 pm 

Museo de la Real Academia de Bellas Artes de 
San Fermando 
Wednesdays (which are not holidays) 
May 18, October 12, December 6 

Museo Nacional de Antropologia 
Saturday 2:30 - 8:00 pm 
Sunday - all day 
May 18 

Museo del Traje (Costume Institute) 
Saturday 2:30 pm - 7:00 pm 
Sunday 10:00 - 3:00 
May 18, October 12, December 6 

Museo de Artes Decorativas (Decorative Arts) 
Thursday 5:00 - 8:00 pm 
May 18, October 12, December 6 

Museo Taurino in Plaza de Toros Las Ventas 
(bullring) Always free! 

Fundación Caja Madrid (Plaza San Martín) 
Always free-when there is a special exhibit at the 
Thyssen-Bornemisza; one half is shown at the 
Thyssen and the other half here.  While the Thyssen 
portion requires an entrance fee, the rest of the show 
at the FCM is free for all.  Hours are Tuesday - 
Saturday 10:00 am - 8:00 pm. 

Casa Museo Lope de Vega 
On Saturdays, 10:00-2:00 

 

Museo Naval 
Always free.  Tues-Sun 10:00 – 2:00 

Fundación Mapfre Sala Recoletos 
Their excellent special exhibits are always free! 

Sala de Exposiciones BBVA (on Paseo de la 
Castellana 81) 
Their special exhibits are always free 
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The following parks, churches, gardens and events are free to all to enjoy year-
round

Retiro Park and its Palacio de Cristal Colegiata de San Isidro 

Almudena Cathedral San Jerónimo El Real Church 

Basílica of Saint Francis the Great Ermita de San Antonio de la Florida, Goya’s 
frescoes 

Sabatini Gardens next to Royal Palace Templo de Debod Park 

Sunday morning flea market, El Rastro  

 
 
 


